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HEADLINE: New Zealand’s Great Rides experience upsurge in popularity
18 November 2025
Pedal power is proving more popular than ever with more than 2.5 million trips taken on New Zealand’s iconic Great Rides within a year.
That’s almost 400,000 more for the year ending June 25, or nearly 20 percent up on 2021 statistics across the network of 23 Great Rides, according to the 2025 evaluation of the Ngā Haerenga Great Rides of New Zealand.
As a result, the economic impact on regional New Zealand is huge, says New Zealand Cycle Trails chief executive Janet Purdey.
The latest data shows visitor spending attributed to the Great Rides has jumped a massive 35 percent to $1.28 billion for the year ending June 2025, compared to the same period in 2021. 
“The figures overall paint a clear picture that our Great Rides are having a huge impact economically, environmentally and socially,” says Purdey.
“We are providing world-class cycling experiences that highlight our importance in the New Zealand tourism landscape, and that Government investment is well-spent.”
The Government invests $8m a year to help with trail maintenance, development and promotion of the 23 Great Rides, which showcase Aotearoa’s epic landscapes, history and culture, through the International Conservation and Tourism Levy (IVL). Additional funding for trail development varies from year to year.

The ADD YOUR AREA region is home to the ADD YOUR GREAT RIDE/RIDES HERE and the latest regional figures show  ADD FIGURES THAT JUMP OUT AT YOU HERE FOR YOUR REGION.
QUOTE FROM TRAIL MANAGER HERE ON LATEST DATA
The direct economic benefit to all 23 Great Rides is also evident in the latest visitor nights data in nearby accommodation. Visitor nights tally 4.5 million in the year ending June 2025, up 25 percent from 2021 statistics.
At a local level, statistics show ADD YOUR REGION’S FIGURES HERE 
On a per-visitor basis, spending has increased from $892 in 2021 to more than $960 in 2025 too. Regionally that figure is ADD YOUR REGION’S
And the number of businesses servicing the Great Rides has jumped markedly, from 1600 in 2021 to more than 2900 for the year ending June 2025.
REMUTAKA could use C’est Cheese example here/CENTRAL OTAGO Colin’s story/TWIN COAST TE PATIKI - EVERYONE else may have a business that springs to mind to get a quote from?
New figures also show the health benefits resulting from the Great Rides totalling $696 million, with many riders reporting improved mental health, physical fitness and greater appreciation of their natural environment.
WAIKATO COULD USE MIRIAM’S EXAMPLE/GREAT LAKES RURAL RIDERS/REMUTAKA JOHN’S STORY
From an environmental viewpoint, the Great Rides network has planted almost 450,000 native trees, shrubs, flaxes or rushes, fenced almost 120km of waterways and laid 2700 traps for pests.
Much of this work has been done by trail managers and their communities.
Volunteers across the network play a big part, with more than 560 contributing more than $620,000 in value. 
WAIKATO COULD USE TREE PLANTING CONTENT/MOTU-TIMBER TRAIL TRAPPING EXAMPLES IN STORIES/CENTRAL OTAGO BIKE AMBASSADORS
FINAL QUOTE ON THE VALUE/IMPACT OF THE GREAT RIDES FROM TRAIL MANAGER
The 2025 evaluation was carried out by Angus and Associates, with financial support from the Government and bike tour operator Cycle Journeys. It is based on survey data gathered from trail users, stakeholders and trail managers, and data collected using counters from the 23 Great Rides across the motu to the year ending June 2025.
ENDS
Note to media:

Check out our evaluation web page here for:
· The full report 
· National and regional snapshots of findings in the report 
· Human interest stories from our Great Rides whānau from throughout the country that illustrate the economic, social and environmental impacts
· Images relating to the human interest stories, or for generic images of our Great Rides.
To arrange interviews with New Zealand Cycle Trails chief executive Janet Purdey, or for any other queries, please get in touch with content lead Deb Tapp. 
E-mail: deb.tapp@nzcycletrail.com
Phone: 021 424 116
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